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give a hint " that an advanced Socialist and Re-
publican like myself is not the sort of member
whom the workers should send to represent them
in Parliament." This political use of royalty he
viewed with composure. Of the other motive for
asking them to visit Merthyr he wrote with more
concern.
The Dowlais Iron Works, where they were to
lunch, had made the families which owned them -
the Guests, the Keens, the Nettlefolds, the Craw-
shays - " wealthy to an amazing degree ; enabled
them to become great landed proprietors." Yet
these families had done nothing out of their pro-
fits for the town. " There are no public buildings,
monuments, public parks or public institutions
due to their generosity in civic patriotism." In-
deed every effort to improve the amenities of the
town " had been fought bitterly by the representa-
tives of this great firm," which, moreover, had
been " the worst sweaters of labour in the whole
of Wales." They had been forced, by the British
Government, and those of the Dominions, threat-
ening the removal of contracts, to grant their
workers trade union rates and conditions. But
the firm had victimised a number of moulders for
this defeat inflicted on it by keeping them out of
work ; its reputation was consequently bad.
" The reason why the astute gentlemen who
are arranging this trip have decided to take you
to Dowlais and to have you entertained by the
firm may now be clear to you. It is that the